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Mission 
Restless Books is an independent, nonprofit publisher devoted to championing essential 
voices from around the world, whose stories speak to us across linguistic and cultural 
borders. We seek extraordinary international literature that feeds our restlessness: our 
hunger for new perspectives, passion for other cultures and languages, and eagerness 
to explore beyond the confines of the familiar. Our books—fiction, narrative nonfiction, 
journalism, memoirs, travel writing, and young people’s literature—offer readers an 
expanded understanding of a changing world.
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Support Us
As a nonprofit organization, Restless Books relies on the generosity of our readers and 
partners to achieve our mission. Your support enables us to discover and promote 
extraordinary authors from around the world, to champion perspectives from outside 
the confines of the familiar, and to take risks in our editorial choices, always emphasizing 
literary value over the concerns of the market.

Please contribute at restlessbooks.org/donate
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Dear Restless Reader,
Our work is more important than ever. The populist rhetoric around the 

nation, and indeed all over the world, is intent on demonizing immigrants, portraying 
them as a threat. The atmosphere could be confused with that of a futuristic dystopi-
an novel. Unfortunately, it is happening right here and now. Steering our minds clear 
from toxic arguments is best done by reading the stories of immigrants and people 
from other cultures. They humanize the very acts that politics and the media have 
managed to reduce to dangerous sound bites.

In that sense, the mission of Restless Books, an independent publisher, is rather 
simple: allow those voices to find an eager audience by identifying sharp, sensitive 
translators who can bring them to English, and by putting their superb work in the 
hands of passionate booksellers and, through them, in front of the right readers.

I am thrilled about the lineup for the upcoming seasons. We are publishing Look 
Hamlet by Barbro Lindgren and illustrated by Anna Höglund, a delightfully succinct 
retelling of Shakespeare's 1609 masterpiece in just 100 words. We have How Yiddish 
Changed America and How America Changed Yiddish, a landmark anthology incorpo-
rating many genres about the immigrant experience of Eastern European Jews in 
the United States. And our lead title for Fall 2019 is the young-reader’s debut by New 
Yorker “20 Under 40” author Rivka Galchen, Rat Rule 79, a magnificently smart and 
fun adventure in the vein of The Phantom Tollbooth. 

Our ongoing project to foster immigrant writing through workshops in public li-
braries already has a large following. And we are continuing to bring Restless Classics 
to prisons all over New England. Restless Books sees itself not only as a publisher but 
as a cultural engine that can bring about change in these xenophobic times through 
the simple, intimate act—and art—of reading.

To accomplish all this, we need your support. We are a nonprofit that depends 
on donations from individuals who benefit from our books and programs and who 
believe this kind of effort is essential today. Please open one of our books. You will 
be changed forever. And please help us achieve our goal by contributing financially 
to our effort. 

I'm an immigrant: I chose to become an American. I realize now it wasn't a one-
time decision. I must continue to make the choice every day. And I do so, proudly, 
through Restless Books.

Gracias, 

Ilan Stavans, Publisher

Letter from the Publisher
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Daniel and Ismail
Juan Pablo Iglesias 
& Alex Peris

Daniel and Ismail, one Jewish and the other 
Palestinian, don’t know each other yet, but they have 
more in common than they know. They live in the 
same city and have the same birthday, and this year 
they get the same presents: a traditional scarf—for 
Daniel a tallit and for Ismail a keffiyeh—and a soccer 
ball. Taking their gifts out for a spin, they meet by 
chance on a soccer field, and they soon begin to play 
together and show off the tricks they can do.

They get so absorbed in the fun that they lose track 
of time and mix up their gifts: Daniel picks up Ismail's 
keffiyeh and Ismail takes Daniel's tallit. When they 
get home and discover their mistake, their parents 
are shocked and angry, asking the boys if they realize 
who wears those things. That night, Daniel and Ismail 
have nightmares about what they have seen on the 
news and heard from adults about the other group. 
But the next day, they find each other in the park 
and get back to what really matters: having fun and 
playing the game they both love.

Daniel and Ismail is a remarkable multilingual picture 
book that confronts the very adult conflicts that kids 
around the world face, and shows us that different 
cultures, religions, societies, and languages can all 
share the same page.

Hardcover list price: $19.99 
ISBN: 9781632061560
Publication: 8/20/2019 
8.5" x 8.5" • 40 Pages 
Children's Picture Book: Chilean / Hebrew / Arabic  
Diversity / Cultural Acceptance / Soccer 
Territory: World English, Hebrew, and Arabic 
eBook ISBN: 9781632061577

Translated from the Spanish by Ilan Stavans
Translated into Hebrew by Eliezer Nowodworski and 
Frieda Press-Danieli
Translated into Arabic by Randa Sayegh
Yonder: Restless Books for Young Readers

Juan Pablo Iglesias is a commercial and civil engineer. His first book, 
Iguales a 1 (Daniel and Ismail), won the emerging author prize for children’s 
literature from the Chilean National Council for Arts and Culture.
Alex Peris, graphic designer and illustrator, lives in Santiago, Chile. He has 
worked for newspapers, magazines, and has illustrated children's books. He 
is currently preparing his first animated short film based on the Selknam 
people of Chilean Patagonia.

A one-of-a-kind, uplifting picture 
book about a Jewish boy and a 
Palestinian boy who bond on 
the soccer field—translated into 
English, Hebrew, and Arabic.
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Rat Rule 79
Rivka Galchen

“Rat Rule 79 is the 
adventure I didn’t know 
I wanted until it started, 
just like it’s the book you 
don’t yet know you’re 
going to love. We have 
been waiting for this book 
our entire lives.”

—Lemony Snicket, author 
of A Series of Unfortunate 
Events

From the New Yorker “20 Under 40” author of 
Atmospheric Disturbances comes a brain-twisting 
adventure story of a girl named Fred on a quest 
through a world of fantastical creatures, strange 
logic, and a powerful prejudice against growing up.

Fred and her math-teacher mom are always on the 
move, and Fred is getting sick of it. She’s about to 
have yet another birthday in a new place without 
friends. On the eve of turning thirteen, Fred sees 
something strange in the living room: her mother, 
dressed for a party, standing in front of an enormous 
paper lantern—which she steps into and disappears.
 
Fred follows her and finds herself in the Land of 
Impossibility—a loopily illogical place where time is 
outlawed, words carry dire consequences, and her 
unlikely allies are a depressed white elephant and a 
pugnacious mongoose mother of seventeen. With 
her new friends, Fred sets off in search of her mom, 
braving dungeons, Insult Fish, Fearsome Ferlings, 
and a mad Rat Queen. To succeed, the trio must find 
the solution to an ageless riddle.
 
Gorgeously illustrated and reminiscent of The 
Phantom Tollbooth and The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz, Rivka Galchen’s Rat Rule 79 is an instant classic 
for curious readers of all ages.

Hardcover List Price: $19.99  
ISBN: 9781632060990 
Publication: 9/24/2019  
5.5" x 8.25" • 256 pages
Middle Grade Fiction: Fantasy / Adventure / 
Coming of Age
Territory: North America
eBook ISBN: 9781632061003

Illustrated by Elena Megalos
Yonder: Restless Books for Young Readers

Rivka Galchen is an award winning fiction writer and journalist. Her work 
appears often in The New Yorker, Harper’s, The London Review of Books and The 
New York Times. She is the author of Atmospheric Disturbances (FSG, 2008), 
American Innovations (FSG 2014) and Little Labors (New Directions, 2016). 
Elena Megalos was raised in the City of Angels. When she was twelve-go-
ing-on-thirteen she dreamed of writing the cookie fortunes for her beloved 
neighborhood Chinese restaurant, The Unicorn. That, or illustrating a book for 
children. This is her first one.
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The Mermaid 
in the Bathtub
Nurit Zarchi
& Rutu Modan

The Mermaid in the Bathtub is a charming, 
gorgeously retro retelling of Hans Christian 
Andersen’s classic story “The Little Mermaid,” by 
beloved Israeli author and illustrator duo Nurit 
Zarchi and Rutu Modan.

One day, a resolutely ordinary young man named Mr. 
Whatwilltheysay returns home to find Grain-of-Sand, 
a mermaid, waiting for him in his favorite armchair. 
Despite his objections, the two embark on a series of 
very watery adventures as he tries to get rid of her. 
But ultimately the thought of being seen with half 
a fish is simply too much for Mr. Whatwilltheysay 
to bear—what would people say? So broken-
hearted Grain-of-Sand returns to the sea in his 
bathtub, leaving Mr. Whatwilltheysay to resume 
his pedestrian existence. Mr. Whatwilltheysay soon 
finds that his beloved landlubber life, however, lacks 
the splash and shimmer (and bathtub) of his good 
times with Grain-of-Sand—and acting against all his 
instincts, he sets off to sea to find her.

Hardcover List Price: $22.99
ISBN: 9781632062116
Publication: 10/1/2019
9" x 11.5" • 34 pages
Children's Fiction: Israeli / Friendship / Fanta-
sy / Accepting Difference
Territory: World English 
eBook ISBN: 9781632062123

Translated from the Hebrew by Tal Goldfajn
Yonder: Restless Books for Young Readers

Nurit Zarchi is an Israeli poet and author of books for adults and children. 
Zarchi has published more than one hundred works including children’s books, 
poetry, prose, and research. 
Rutu Modan is an Israeli illustrator and comic book artist. She received a 
Will Eisner Comic Industry Award for her book Exit Wounds in 2008.
Tal Goldfajn is an Assistant Professor of Hispanic Linguistics at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

Mr. Whatwilltheysay 
looked at her and said: 

“Half of you is really lovely, 
but I could never, ever, 
get married to a fish. Just 
imagine what they would 
all say.”
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Look Hamlet 
Barbro Lindgren
& Anna Höglund

“A classic, retold so it has 
become a wayward, mildly 
insane new piece of art.” 
—Lotta Olsson,  
Dagens Nyheter

A hilarious, darkly comic graphic retelling of 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet in radically condensed prose 
by legendary Swedish children’s author Barbro 
Lindgren and illustrator Anna Höglund.

Look Hamlet. 
Hamlet not happy. 
Hamlet’s mommy dumb. 
Hamlet’s daddy dead. 

So begins this wonderfully strange, dark, and 
hilarious picture book version of Shakespeare’s 
greatest tragedy boiled down to its smallest possible 
size: 100 words, give or take, and fifteen etchings 
that look like the lovechild of Beatrix Potter and 
Edward Gorey. 

Bold and brilliant, irreverent and humane, Look 
Hamlet is the perfect gift for Shakespeare readers of 
all ages. As the Bard himself wrote: 
 “Brevity is the soul of wit.”

Hardcover List Price: $17.99
ISBN: 9781632062598
Publication: 10/15/2019
5.875" x 7.125" • 32 pages
Humor—Satire / Classics / Shakespeare / 
Illustrated / Adaptations / Black Humor / 
Hamlet
Territory: World English
eBook ISBN: 9781632062604

Translated from the Swedish by Rachel Willson-Broyles

Barbro Lindgren, born in 1937, is a Swedish author of innovative and 
multifaceted works for children of all ages, and winner of the world’s largest 
children’s literature prize, the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award (ALMA).
Anna Höglund is one of Sweden's most renowned illustrators and has pub-
lished over twenty books since she started her career in 1982. 
Rachel Willson-Broyles is a freelance translator based in Saint Paul, Min-
nesota. She received her BA from Gustavus Adolphus College and her Ph.D. 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
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Silence of the Chagos
Shenaz Patel

Every afternoon a woman in a red headscarf walks 
to the end of the quay and looks out over the water, 
fixing her gaze “back there”: to Diego Garcia, one 
of the small islands forming the Chagos archipelago 
in the Indian Ocean. With no explanation, no 
forewarning, and only an hour to pack their 
belongings, the Chagossians are deported to 
Mauritius. Officials tell her that the island is 

“closed”— there is no going back for any of them. 
Charlesia longs for life on Diego Garcia, where the 
days were spent working on a coconut plantation; 
the nights dancing to sega music. As she struggles 
to come to terms with her new reality, Charlesia 
crosses paths with Désiré, a young man born on 
the one-way journey to Mauritius. Désiré has never 
set foot on Diego Garcia, but as Charlesia unfolds 
the dramatic story of his people, he learns of the 
home he never knew and the disrupted future of 
his people.

With the sovereignty of Chagos currently being 
debated on an international judiciary level, 
Silence of the Chagos is an important and timely 
examination of the rights of individuals in the face of 
governmental corruption.

Paperback list price: $17.99
ISBN: 9781632062345
Publication: 11/5/2019
5" x 7.125" • 178 pages
Fiction: Mauritian / Geopolitics / Gndigenous 
peoples / Family / Immigration / Activist
Territory: World English
eBook ISBN: 9781632062352

Translated from the French by Jeffrey Zuckerman 

Shenaz Patel is a journalist and writer from the island of Mauritius, in the 
Indian Ocean. She is the author of several novels, plays, short stories, and 
children’s books. She was an IWP (International Writers Program) Honorary 
Fellow in the U.S. in 2016, and was a fellow at the W. E. B Du Bois Research 
Institute at the Hutchins Center at Harvard University in 2018.
Jeffrey Zuckerman is an award-winning translator from French of titles 
ranging from Jean Genet’s The Criminal Child to Ananda Devi’s Eve Out of Her 
Ruins.

Based on a true, still-
unfolding story, Silence of 
the Chagos is a powerful 
exploration of cultural 
identity, the concept of 
home, and above all the 
neverending desire for 
justice.
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How Yiddish 
Changed America 
and How America 
Changed Yiddish

Is it possible to conceive of the American diet 
without bagels? Or Star Trek without Mr. Spock? Are 
the creatures in Maurice Sendak’s Where the Wild 
Things Are based on Holocaust survivors? And how 
has Yiddish, a language without a country, influenced 
Hollywood? These and other questions are explored 
in this stunning and rich anthology of the interplay 
of Yiddish and American culture, edited by award-
winning authors and scholars Ilan Stavans and Josh 
Lambert. 

It starts with the arrival of Ashkenazi immigrants to 
New York City’s Lower East Side and follows Yiddish 
as it moves into Hollywood, Broadway, literature, 
politics, and resistance. We take deep dives into 
cuisine, language, popular culture, and even Yiddish 
in the other Americas, including Canada, Argentina, 
Cuba, Mexico, and Colombia. The book presents 
a bountiful menu of genres: essays, memoir, song, 
letters, poems, recipes, cartoons, conversations, and 
much more.

The Yiddish saying states: Der mentsh trakht un got 
lakht. Man plans and God laughs. This collection 
illustrates how those plans are full of zest, dignity, 
and tremendous humanity. Most of all, the book 
shows us that Yiddish, far from being an endangered 
language, is more vibrant than ever.

Hardcover List Price: $29.99 
ISBN: 9781632062628
Publication: 1/21/2020 
6" x 9" • 496 pages 
Nonfiction: Cultural History /Jewish / Yiddish 
/ Anthology
Territory: World 
eBook ISBN: 9781632062635

Edited by Ilan Stavans and Josh Lambert

Ilan Stavans is the Publisher of Restless Books and the Lewis-Sebring Pro-
fessor of Humanities, Latin American and Latino Culture at Amherst College. 
Josh Lambert is the academic director of the Yiddish Book Center and 
visiting assistant professor of English at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst.

A momentous and diverse 
anthology of the influences 
and inspirations of Yiddish 
voices in America—radical, 
dangerous, and seductive, 
but also sweet, generous, 
and full of life.
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My Part of Her
Javad Djavahery

In exiled Iranian author 
Javad Djavahery’s 
captivating English debut, 
a youthful betrayal during 
a summer on the Caspian 
sea has far-reaching 
consequences for a group 
of friends as their lives are 
irrevocably altered by the 
Revolution.

For our unnamed confessor, the summer months 
spent on the Caspian Sea during the 1970s are a 
magically transformative experience. There, he is not 
the “poor relative from the North,” but a welcome 
guest at his wealthy cousin Nilou’s home and the 
gatekeeper of her affections. He revels in the 
power of orchestrating the attentions of her many 
competing admirers, granting and denying access to 
her would-be lovers and divulging intimate details 
of her life. In a moment of jealousy and youthful 
bravado, he betrays and humiliates an unlikely suitor, 
unwittingly setting into motion a series of events 
that will have drastic repercussions for all of them 
as the country is forever transformed by the Iranian 
Revolution a few short years later. 

Over the course of twenty years, the lingering 
effects of that summer propel the friends in their 
vastly different responses to radicalization as the 
country is plunged into political and cultural turmoil 
with the rise of a strict religious regime. Their 
surprising final reunion reveals the consequences 
of revenge and self-preservation as they each must 
decide whether and how to forget the past. In My 
Part of Her, celebrated exiled Iranian author Javad 
Djavahery captures the innocence of youth, the 
folly of love, and the capriciousness of fate as these 
friends find themselves on opposing sides of the 
seismic rifts of history. 

Paperback list price: $17.99 
ISBN: 9781632062437 
Publication: 2/11/2020
5" x 7.125" • 256 pages 
Fiction: Iranian Revolution / Coming of Age 
/ Friendship 
Territory: World English
 eBook ISBN:9781632062444

Translated from the French by Emma Ramadan

Celebrated Iranian novelist and short story writer, Javad Djavahery was forced 
to leave Iran, settling in France as a political refugee at the age of twenty, and 
is now based in Paris. Djavahery has produced several films and writes screen-
plays and fiction. He has two short story collections in Persian and two novels 
in French. My Part of Her is his English-language debut.  
Emma Ramadan is a literary translator based in Providence, RI, where she is the 
co-owner Riffraff, a bookstore and bar. She is the recipient of an NEA Transla-
tion Fellowship, a PEN/Heim grant, and a Fulbright scholarship. 
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The Body Papers 
Grace Talusan

Winner of The Restless 
Books Prize for New 
Immigrant Writing, Grace 
Talusan’s memoir The 
Body Papers powerfully 
explores her experiences 
with childhood abuse, 
depression, cancer, and life 
as a Filipino immigrant.

“Grace Talusan writes eloquently about the most 
unsayable things: the deep gravitational pull of family, 
the complexity of navigating identity as an immigrant, 
and the ways we move forward even as we carry 
our traumas with us. Equal parts compassion and 
confession, The Body Papers is a stunning work 
by a powerful new writer who—like the best 
memoirists—transcends the personal to speak on a 
universal level.”  
 —Celeste Ng, author of Everything I Never Told 
You and Little Fires Everywhere

“[A] precise, delicately constructed memoir-in-
essays…. Talusan has the instincts of a storyteller, 
teasing out her narrative through images and 
allusion.”
 — Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times, Editors’ 
Choice

“[The Body Papers] is visceral, bodily, and throbs with 
pain and trauma…. In less skilled hands, it all might 
be too much to bear, but Philippines-born Talusan ... 
brings us along in spare, specific, sense-rich detail, 
and reveals, along the way, the power to be found in 
giving a name to the unnamable…. Therein, Talusan 
shows, one can find the possibility of healing what’s 
happened in the past, as well as moving into the 
future with gratitude, wisdom, and strength.”
 —Nina MacLaughlin, The Boston Globe

Paperback List Price: $17.99
ISBN: 9781632060242 
Publication: 3/3/2020 
5" x 7.125" • 256 pages 
Nonfiction: Memoir /Family / Trauma / Im-
migration / Filipino Culture / Survival Stories 
Territory: World 
eBook ISBN: 9781632061843

Paperback Edition Coming Spring 2020
Winner of the 2017 Restless Books Prize for New
Immigrant Writing

Grace Talusan was born in the Philippines and raised in New England. A 
graduate of Tufts University and the MFA Program in Writing at UC Irvine, she 
is the recipient of a U.S. Fulbright Fellowship to the Philippines and an Artist 
Fellowship Award from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. Talusan teaches 
the Essay Incubator at GrubStreet and at the Jonathan M. Tisch College of 
Civic Life at Tufts. She is the Fannie Hurst Writer-in-Residence at Brandeis 
University for 2019–2021. The Body Papers, winner of the Restless Books Prize 
for New Immigrant Writing, is her first book. 
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Translated from the French by 
Emma Ramadan and Tom Roberge
Paperback List Price: $22.99
ISBN: 9781632061713
Pub: 3/26/2019 • 6” x 9” • 480 pages 
• Fiction: Historical—Early 20th 
Century / Coming of Age / War Novel 
/ Love Story / France • Territory: 
World English 
eBook ISBN: 9781632061720

Introduction by Lauren Groff
Illustrations by Kristen Radtke
Paperback List Price: $22.99
ISBN: 9781632060327
Pub: 7/9/2019 • 5.5" x 8.25" • 496 
pages • Fiction: Classics / Victorian / 
English Literature • Territory: World 
eBook ISBN: 9781632060334

Translated from the Portuguese by 
Eric M. B. Becker
Paperback List Price: $17.99
ISBN: 9781632061126 
Pub: 7/23/2019 • 5" x 7.125" • 240 
pages • Fiction: Brazilian / Humorous 
/ Literary • Territory: World English 
eBook ISBN: 9781632061133

I Am God
Giacamo Sartori

The Casket of Time
Andri Snær Magnason

The Boy
Marcus Malte

Night and Day
Virginia Woolf

Glory and its Litany 
of Horrors
Fernanda Torres

Checkpoint
David Albahari

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

Translated from the Icelandic by 
Björg Arnadóttir and 
Andrew Cauthery
Hardcover List Price: $17.99
ISBN: 9781632062055
Pub: 4/9/2019 • 5.5” x 8.25” • 240 
pages • Middle Grade Fiction: Ad-
venture / Fairy Tale / Science Fiction 
/ Mythology / Environmentalism 
Territory: World English
eBook ISBN: 9781632062062

Translated from the Italian by 
Frederika Randall 
Paperback List Price: $17.99
ISBN: 9781632062147
Pub: 2/5/2019 • 5" x 7.125" • 224 
pages • Fiction: Religious Satire / 
Italian • Territory: World English 
eBook ISBN: 9781632062154

Translated from the Serbian by  
Ellen Elias-Bursać 
Paperback List Price: $16.99
ISBN: 9781632061928
Pub: 9/11/2018 • 5" x 7.125" • 208 
pages • Fiction: Literary / War Satire / 
Serbians • Territory: World English
eBook ISBN: 9781632061935
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Introduction by Ilan Stavans
Illustrations by Eko 
Paperback List Price: $22.99
ISBN: 9781632060754 
Pub: 10/6/2015 • 6” × 9” • 960 pages 
Fiction: Classics / Spanish Literature 
/ Picaresque • Territory: World  
eBook ISBN: 9781632060808

Introduction by Francine Prose
Illustrations by Eko 
Paperback List Price: $19.99
ISBN: 9781632060785
Pub: 6/4/2016 • 5.5” x 8.25” • 336 
pages • Fiction: Classics / Gothic / 
Horror / Science Fiction / English 
Literature • Territory: World English 
eBook ISBN: 9781632060792

Introduction by Vann R. Newkirk II 
Illustrations by Steve Prince
Paperback List Price: $19.99
ISBN: 9781632060976
Pub: 2/14/2017 • 5.5” x 8.25” • 272 
pages • Sociology: African-American 
Studies / Discrimination and Race 
Relations • Territory: World 
eBook ISBN: 9781632060983

Introduction by Boris Fishman
Illustrations by Matt McCann 
Paperback List Price: $22.99
ISBN: 9781632061805
Pub: 7/24/2018 • 5.5” x 8.25” • 384 
pages • Classics: Russian Literature 
/ Short Stories • Territory: World 
eBook ISBN: 9781632061812

Introduction by Darryl Pinckney
Illustrations by Maggie Lily 
Paperback List Price: $19.99
ISBN: 9781632062024
Pub: 10/16/2018 • 5.5" x 8.25" • 
192 pages • Fiction: Classics / Afri-
can American / Harlem Renaissance 
/ Race Relations • Territory: World  
eBook ISBN: 9781632062031

Don Quixote
Miguel de Cervantes

Frankenstein
Mary Shelley

The Souls of Black Folk
W. E. B. Du Bois

Chekhov: Stories for 
Our Time
Anton Chekhov

Passing
Nella Larsen

Robinson Crusoe
Daniel Defoe

RESTLESS CLASSICS

Introduction by Jamaica Kincaid 
Illustrations by Eko
Paperback List Price: $19.99
ISBN: 9781632061195
Pub: 8/27/2019 • 5.5" x 8.25" •  384 
pages • Fiction: Classics / World 
Literature / Caribbean / Adventure / 
Postcolonial Studies • Territory: World
eBook ISBN: 9781632061201
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Classics Behind Bars is a ten-week program focusing on one 
classic work of literature, which has been approved by the 

participating prison and the incarcerated individuals selected to 
participate in the program. Participants receive a copy of the book, 
provided by Restless Books free of charge, and meet weekly with 
an experienced instructor to discuss the text. These discussions 
will encourage participants to connect their own life stories to the 
texts, in order to illuminate how the past remains relevant and 
consequential today. Discussions will address themes and topics 
like race, self-awareness, family, community, and morality.

PROGRAMS

Free writing classes to inspire immigrants to tell their own im-
migrant stories. The workshops involve reading, responding 

to short immigrant narratives, and writing exercises led by experi-
enced teachers. Classes are conducted in English and meet weekly 
for five 90-minute sessions.
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The City of Good Death
Priyanka Champaneri 
Winner of the 2018 Restless Books Prize for
New Immigrant Writing
Fiction

Trööömmmpffff, or Eli’s Voice
Piret Raud
Translated from the Estonian by Adam Cullen
Yonder: Restless Books for Young Readers

Red Dust
Yoss
Translated from the Spanish by David Frye
Cuban Science Fiction

The Journey
Miguel Collazo
Translated from the Spanish by David Frye
Introduction by Yoss
Cuban Science Fiction

Spiral
Agustín de Rojas
Translated from the Spanish by Nick Caistor 
and Hebe Powell
Cuban Science Fiction

Nine Moons
Gabriela Wiener
Translated from the Spanish by Jessica Powell
Memoir

Ida's Way
Ricardo Piglia
Translated from the Spanish by Robert Croll
Fiction

The Memory Monster
Yishai Sarid
Translated from the Hebrew by Yardenne Greenspan
Fiction

Thousand and One Creatures
Laura Merz and Aino Järvinen
Translated from the Finnish by Emily Jeremiah
Yonder: Restless Books for Young Readers

Popol Vuh: An Illustrated 
Retelling
Ilan Stavans
Illustrations by Gabriela Larios
Mythology

Bug
Giacomo Sartori
Translated from the Italian by Frederika Randall
Fiction

For details about our upcoming titles, visit restlessbooks.org/catalog

COMING SOON
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From "Nobody's Chapter" an excerpt from Rat Rule 79, by Rivka Galchen

The hallway was lit with dim, ineffective bulbs that crackled quietly. White 
paint footprints decorated the floor. After walking and walking, she wasn’t 

sure how far, Fred came upon a black door with an old-fashioned glass doorknob. 
She opened the door cautiously, as if it might lead to nowhere. 
A lone figure sat on a stool in an otherwise unfurnished room.
“Oh, hey,” said Fred. “Sorry to interrupt. I thought nobody would be here.”
“That’s correct,” the figure said kindly. “I’m Nobody.”
Fred hesitated, her hand still on the doorknob. It was very difficult to say what 

Nobody looked like. Nobody looked a bit like pretty much everyone Fred had ever 
known.

“Come on in,” Nobody said. “There’s plenty of Nothing to go around.” In front 
of Nobody was a large blank canvas. “Maybe you can help me. I’ve been trying to 
paint something that’s not here.”

Fred stepped inside. “Something from your imagination?” The door closed 
behind her, then vanished. Everywhere was equally lit, and the source of the light 
was nowhere to be seen.

Nobody laughed. “Oh no. Once I imagine something, it’s in here,” Nobody 
said, pointing to Nobody’s noggin. “It’s no longer not here. Unless you consider 
the imagination not to be a real thing, which it is. So you see the problem.”

“Umm, I almost see the problem.” Fred was longing for the scent of the koala’s 
eucalyptus leaves again. Or hay. Here there was precisely no smell. 

“Make yourself at home, please,” Nobody said. 
There was nowhere to sit. Fred started to shiver. It was cold in the Nothing 

room, and weirdly lonely being with Nobody. Though Nobody seemed as nice as 
anybody else. “It’s a bit scary in here,” Fred said. Which was pretty brave of her 
to admit. “Or scary isn’t quite the right word, but I feel further away from home 
than I’ve ever felt in my life.”

“I get it,” Nobody said. “I know how you feel. Nobody knows how everybody 
feels,” Nobody said. “Though lately, no one seems to want anyone to know how 
they feel, not even me! Thank you for coming to talk to me. So many people used 
to come here, to tell me how they felt, so that Nobody would know. I heard peo-
ple’s hopes, fears, secrets. It was a difficult job, but also an interesting one. But 
since The Essential and Very Good and no One Can Disagree with Rat Rule 79, 
everything has changed. When even the simple private act of getting older is ille-
gal, everyone feels like a criminal all the time. You see the problem?
 


